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TRIO AND WAYANA
Though these Cariban languages are not quite mutually intelligible with

each other or with Coastal Carib, their sound systems are similar enough
that a common orthographic base with specific additions for each has been

suggested.

The vowel systems require seven vowels to be distinguished: a, e, i, i,

o, u as in Coastal Carib, plus the mid central vowel e. For these languages

it is not practical, however, to adopt the Dutch oe for the high back

rounded vowel as in Coastal Carib, because of the presence of vowel clusters

like oe; that is, o followed by e, together with clusters of three vowels in

Trio that further complicate the picture if written in the Dutch fashion.

The apparent disadvantage of the use of u for readers who will also be
learning Dutch is not as great as might be expected if the program for

teaching Dutch is constructed in such a way as to take advantage of another

discrepancy in the writing systems. The vowel of Dutch deur is phonetically

different from all the Cariban vowels, and therefore requires special teaching

to nonnative speakers. Its standard Dutch spelling conflicts with another

Trio-Wayana vowel sequence, eu, that is, e followed by u, so that the new
Dutch sound must be associated with the Dutch use of that spelling

combination, just as has to be done for speakers of Spanish or English who
learn Dutch as a second language. At the same time, then, other specifically

Dutch spelling conventions such as oe and ie can also be intoduced.

Syllable initial consonants are p, t, k, s (pronounced without friction as

h by the Wayana of the Tapanahonij River but not by those of the Lawa
River), m, n, 1 (phonetically similar to the reverse flap [i] of Coastal Carib,

but more frequently with lateral opening), w, j, h. The stops p, t, k are

voiced before w, j, 1. They change automatically to nasals when followed by
a morpheme that begins with a nasal.

At the end of syllables nasal consonants may occur. In Trio there is

only one, which is velar before pause; otherwise it has the point of
articulation of the next consonant. It is written with n except before labials,

where it is written with m. In Wayana there are three syllable final nasals:

m, n, ng. Syllables may also end in an h in Wayana and some dialects of

Trio. It is a voiceless vocoid or fricative like the h before stops of Coastal

-

Carib. It has the same phonetic quality, however, before all consonants; there

is no variant that involves glottal constriction. In other dialects of Trio words
that elsewhere are pronounced with h are pronounced with a long vowel. All

dialects of Trio have a distinction of long vowels (which fit the pattern of

vowel clusters) and short vowels (which fit the same pattern as single

vowels). For those dialects of Trio in which Vh is not distinct from VV,
then, the use of h overdifferentiates in a way that causes no difficulty for
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readers but may be expected to confuse writers. In the other dialects,

however, the distinction has to be made.

Patterns of accentuation and punctuation remain to be worked out.

Grimes, Joseph E., editor. 1972. Languages of the Guianas. Summer
Institute of Linguistics Publications in Linguistics, 35. Norman: Summer
Institute of Linguistics of the University of Oklahoma, ix, 91 p.


